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Introduction  !
I. The Universal Church  

Para 1 - “The catholic or universal church, which (with respect to the internal work of the Spirit 
and truth of grace) may be called invisible, consists of the whole number of the elect, that have 
been, are, or shall be gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof; and is the spouse, the 
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.”  
( Hebrews 12:23; Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:10, 22, 23; Ephesians 5:23, 27, 32 ) 

A. Is Invisible (From a human perspective) 

B. Consists of all the elect 

C. Is related to Christ 

1. He is head  

2. It is spouse  

Support Texts 

“and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, 
and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,” (Hebrews 12:23, ESV) 

“And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent.” (Colossians 1:18, ESV) 

“as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth.” (Ephesians 1:10, ESV) 

“And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church,” (Ephesians 1:22, ESV) 

“which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” (Ephesians 1:23, ESV) 

“For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and 
is himself its Savior.” (Ephesians 5:23, ESV) 

“so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such 
thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.” (Ephesians 5:27, ESV) 



“This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:32, 
ESV) 

II. The Relation of the Invisible and Visible: Visible Saints 

Para 2 - “All persons throughout the world, professing the faith of the gospel, and obedience 
unto God by Christ according unto it, not destroying their own profession by any errors everting 
the foundation, or unholiness of conversation, are and may be called visible saints; and of such 
ought all particular congregations to be constituted.  
( 1 Corinthians 1:2; Acts 11:26; Romans 1:7; Ephesians 1:20-22 ) 

A. Visible Saints defined  

1. Positively 

a) Profession of the gospel  

b) Obedience to Christ  

2. Negatively: 

a) No foundational theological errors  

b) No sinful lifestyles  

• Our goal is a pure church, but we will never attain it. But we must insist upon 
building a professing church. A true profession of faith is the standard for 
reception into the local congregation.  

B. They are the constituents of local congregations  

Support Texts 

“To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints 
together with all those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
both their Lord and ours:” (1 Corinthians 1:2, ESV) 

“and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the 
church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called 
Christians.” (Acts 11:26, ESV) 

“To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 1:7, ESV) 

“that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in 
the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and 
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And 
he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church,” (Ephesians 1:20–22, ESV) 



!
III. The Relation of the Invisible and Visible: True Churches 

Para 3 - “The purest churches under heaven are subject to mixture and error; and some have so 
degenerated as to become no churches of Christ, but synagogues of Satan; nevertheless Christ 
always hath had, and ever shall have a kingdom in this world, to the end thereof, of such as 
believe in him, and make profession of his name.”  
( 1 Corinthians 5; Revelation 2; Revelation 3; Revelation 18:2; 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12; Matthew 
16:18; Psalms 72:17; Psalm 102:28; Revelation 12:17 ) 

A. True churches are not perfect churches 

1. Mixture - Maybe unbelievers in their midst 

2. Error - Doctrinal errors 

3. There is a gradation 

B. Some former churches are no churches now 

1. When does Christ remove the candlestick? 

2. Who knows? The point is that he does. 

C. Christ’s Kingdom never ends` 

Support Texts  

“It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not 
tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. And you are arrogant! 
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among 
you. For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already 
pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. When you are assembled in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are 
to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord. Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as 
you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us 
therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. I wrote to you in my letter not to 
associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this 
world, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of 
the world. But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name 
of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 
swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I to do with judging outsiders? 
Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. 
‘Purge the evil person from among you.’” (1 Corinthians 5, ESV) 



“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven stars in his 
right hand, who walks among the seven golden lampstands. “ ‘I know your works, your 
toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but 
have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be 
false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you 
have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love 
you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the 
works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, 
unless you repent. Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also 
hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one 
who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.’ “And 
to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died 
and came to life. “ ‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the 
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 
Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 
into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful 
unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second 
death.’ “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has 
the sharp two-edged sword. “ ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you 
hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful 
witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. But I have a few things against 
you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols 
and practice sexual immorality. So also you have some who hold the teaching of the 
Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them with 
the sword of my mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give 
him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the 
one who receives it.’ “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the 
Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
“‘I know your works, your love and faith and service and patient endurance, and that 
your latter works exceed the first. But I have this against you, that you tolerate that 
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is teaching and seducing my 
servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time 
to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto 
a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, 
unless they repent of her works, and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches 
will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you 
according to your works. But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, 
who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay 
on you any other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come. The one who 
conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the 
nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in 
pieces, even as I myself have received authority from my Father. And I will give him the 
morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’” (Revelation 2, ESV) 

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of 
God and the seven stars. “ ‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, 
but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have 
not found your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you 
received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, 



and you will not know at what hour I will come against you. Yet you have still a few 
names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in 
white, for they are worthy. The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, 
and I will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my 
Father and before his angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy 
one, the true one, who has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts 
and no one opens. “ ‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, 
which no one is able to shut. I know that you have but little power, and yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name. Behold, I will make those of the 
synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make 
them come and bow down before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. 
Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour 
of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. I am 
coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. The one 
who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of 
it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the 
new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new 
name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ “And to the 
angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the beginning of God’s creation. “ ‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor 
hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither 
hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I 
need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I 
counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white 
garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be 
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove 
and discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and 
he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 
conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit says to the churches.’” (Revelation 3, ESV) 

“And he called out with a mighty voice, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! She has become a 
dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean 
bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable beast.” (Revelation 18:2, ESV) 

“Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in order 
that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness.” (2 Thessalonians 2:11-12, ESV) 

“And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18, ESV) 

“May his name endure forever, his fame continue as long as the sun! May people be blessed in 
him, all nations call him blessed!” (Psalm 72:17, ESV) 

“The children of your servants shall dwell secure; their offspring shall be established before 
you.” (Psalm 102:28, ESV) 



“Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her 
offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of 
Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.” (Revelation 12:17, ESV) 

IV. The Relation of the Invisible and Visible: The Head  

Para 4 - “The Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of the church, in whom, by the appointment of the 
Father, all power for the calling, institution, order or government of the church, is invested in a 
supreme and sovereign manner; neither can the Pope of Rome in any sense be head thereof, 
but is that antichrist, that man of sin, and son of perdition, that exalteth himself in the church 
against Christ, and all that is called God; whom the Lord shall destroy with the brightness of his 
coming.”  
( Colossians 1:18; Matthew 28:18-20; Ephesians 4:11, 12; 2 Thessalonians 2:2-9 ) 

A. The True Head of the Church is Invisible 

1. He is Christ (the Lord Jesus Christ - He is Lord) 

2. Appointed by the Father  

3. Possesses all power (note the word “power” from here on out) 

a) Calling (para 5) 

b) Institution (para 6) 

c) Order (para 7) 

d) Government (para 8) 

• Christ is Lord of the Church; he is Chief shepherd! We cannot fall in to the mindset of 
the day saying, we are free to do church however we want.   

B. Claims to Visible headship are false and blasphemous (because Christ is removed from his 
throne in so doing) 

1. The Pope is not the head  

2. He is antichrist (Vicar of Christ on earth) 

a) See David Dickson 

(1) “Because he is not single man but an order and race of men…” 

b) The confession is not saying that the Pope is the antichrist, but the succession of 
the Pope is antichrist 

c) Papacy verses the headship of Christ 



d) Read Christopher Hill - “Antichrist in the 17th Century...”  

3. The Lord will destroy him (reigning Pope and papacy)  

a) Antichrist will be one who sets himself up an opposes the people of God, and he 
sets himself up in the temple (church) 2 Thes. 2:2-9 

Support Texts  

“And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent.” (Colossians 1:18, ESV) 

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18–20, ESV) 

“And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and 
teachers,” (Ephesians 4:11, ESV) 

“to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,” (Ephesians 4:12, 
ESV) 

“not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 
seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one 
deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts 
himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was 
still with you I told you these things? And you know what is restraining him now so that he 
may be revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he 
who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be 
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing 
by the appearance of his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of 
Satan with all power and false signs and wonders,” (2 Thessalonians 2:2–9, ESV) 

Conclusion 


