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Introduction  !
I. Paragraph 1 - The Origin and Development of Faith 
The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the 
work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the Word; by 
which also, and by the administration of baptism and the Lord's supper, prayer, and other means 
appointed of God, it is increased and strengthened.  
( 2 Corinthians 4:13; Ephesians 2:8; Romans 10:14, 17; Luke 17:5; 1 Peter 2:2; Acts 20:32 ) 

A. The Origin and Development of faith 
1. Faith is a grace - It is a work of Christ and the Spirit 

a) Though we have come to the section having to do with the activity of man, we 
must not become Arminians. Faith is a grace. 

2. It is ordinarily wrought by preaching (converting means) 
a) Under expected normal conditions as ordained by God 
b) This is the work of God but it practiced by man -  

(1) Note - the ministry of the word is the converting means 
3. Increased by the use of means (confirmatory means) 

a) Baptism 
b) Lord’s Supper 
c) Prayer 
d) And other means 

(1) See LBC 22.5 on worship and the Sabbath Day 
(2) Fasting 
(3) Days of Thanksgiving  !

II. Paragraph 2 - The Basis and Definition of Faith 
By this faith a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is revealed in the Word for the authority 
of God himself, and also apprehendeth an excellency therein above all other writings and all 
things in the world, as it bears forth the glory of God in his attributes, the excellency of Christ in his 
nature and offices, and the power and fullness of the Holy Spirit in his workings and operations: 
and so is enabled to cast his soul upon the truth thus believed; and also acteth differently upon 
that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding obedience to the commands, 
trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the promises of God for this life and that which is 
to come; but the principal acts of saving faith have immediate relation to Christ, accepting, 
receiving, and resting upon him alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of 
the covenant of grace.  
( Acts 24:14; Psalms 27:7-10; Psalms 119:72; 2 Timothy 1:12; John 14:14; Isaiah 66:2; Hebrews 11:13; 
John 1:12; Acts 16:31; Galatians 2:20; Acts 15:11 )  

A. Faith is based on the Word of God  
1. It enables the believer to view the Scriptures as God’s  

revelation  
2. That which Scripture testifies about God. 

a) Father - Systematic Theology 
b) Son - Historia Salutus - Biblical Theology 
c) Holy Spirit - Ordo Salutus - Pastoral Theology 

B. It acts appropriately according to the passage of Scripture  



1. Assensus - Faith casts its soul upon the truth 
a) When scripture commands, faith yields obedience 
b) When scripture threatens, faith trembles 
c) When faith promises, faith embraces 

C. The principle acts of saving faith: 
1.  Immediate relation to Christ  
2. Accepting, receiving, resting on him alone  
3. For justification, sanctification, and eternal life  
4. Based on the Covenant of Grace !

III.  Paragraph 3 - The Nature of True Faith 
This faith, although it be different in degrees, and may be weak or strong, yet it is in the least 
degree of it different in the kind or nature of it, as is all other saving grace, from the faith and 
common grace of temporary believers; and therefore, though it may be many times assailed 
and weakened, yet it gets the victory, growing up in many to the attainment of a full assurance 
through Christ, who is both the author and finisher of our faith.  
( Hebrews 5:13, 14; Matthew 6:30; Romans 4:19, 20; 2 Peter 1:1; Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 5:4, 5; 
Hebrews 6:11, 12; Colossians 2:2; Hebrews 12:2 ) 

A. True faith may be weak faith 
B. Weak faith is not temporary faith 
C. Perseveres to maturity !

Conclusion 


